[Histological and immunological study of patients with lung and digestive tract tumors. Analysis of T and B lymphocytes from the peripheral blood and from the lymph nodes draining the tumor (author's transl)].
The nature of the immune response to the tumor cell is complex and has yet to be clearly defined. Although past research has foscused on the cytotoxic effect of T lymphocytes versus tumor cells, it has been shown in animal studies that B lymphocytes may also be implicated. Lymphocytes from patients with respiratory and digestive tract tumors were studied. B and T lymphocytes of peripheral blood and of draining lymph node tumors were studied using the following techniques: E rosettes (marker for T cells); membrane Ig, EAC rosettes, aggregated-Ig (marker for B lymphocytes); PHA and PKW in vitro response of lymphocytes using tritiated thymidine incorporation. It was observed that both groups of patients had normal or depressed B and T populations. PHA response was depressed in the majority of the cases with lung tumor. No difference was observed between lymphocytes from peripheral blood and from lymph node suspensions. As in normal lymph nodes the EAC rosettes were constantly observed in the cortical area of lymph node draining tumors. The immune defect observed in part of these cases is discussed in relation to the local and general immunological factors probably responsible for this defect.